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 Stuart Wolf, Principal  February 2018 

School time is valuable time for your children.  The school day 

begins at 9:05 and ends at 3:25 at Waddell School.  Every mi-
nute of each day is important.  We are concerned because of an 
increase in the number of times that some students are removed 

from school before the day is over.  The vast majority of our stu-
dents have outstanding attendance records and spend every mi-
nute of each day in class.  We certainly understand that occa-

sionally a doctor or dentist appointment cannot be made at an-
other time, but some students are being removed early on a reg-

ular basis, sometimes as often as two or three times per week.   

 

     The last 15 to 20 minutes of each day are extremely im-

portant.  Often the teacher will review the day’s learning activi-
ties, review homework assignments and give important remind-

ers.  No student can afford to miss this on a regular basis.  Just 
as we expect that each student will arrive at school on time in 
the morning, we expect that they will stay until 3:25 in the after-

noon.  

 

     If you plan to remove your child early for a doctor appoint-

ment or some other important event that can’t be scheduled at 
another time, we ask that you send a note in the morning to 

your child’s teacher indicating this.  Thank you.  

So far this winter we have not missed any days of school due to 
the weather.  But there have been plenty of frigid days.  Many 

parents have asked about indoor activities for their children on 
these days because the weather is too nasty to play outside.  The 
solution is…………….have them read!  It’s the perfect opportuni-

ty to enjoy a good story.  You may even want to read with them 

and share the fun!  

 

At this point in time, the last day of school is still scheduled for 

Thursday, June 13th. 

 

Stuart Wolf                                    Aisha Florez 
Principal                                        Asst. Principal 

 

IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Mr. Stuart Wolf 
Principal 

(860) 647-3393 

b51swolf@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Mrs. Aisha Florez 

Assistant Principal 

(860) 645– 6054 

aflorez@mpspride.org 

-------- 
Ms. Theresa Brown 

Secretary 

(860) 647—3392 

-------- 
Mrs. Carol Walker 

Nurse 
(860) 647-3394 

-------- 

Mrs. Melissa Lawton 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 

Mrs. Ashley Soltoski 
(860) 647-3398 
Social Worker 

-------- 
Cafeteria 

(860) 647-3396 
-------- 

Attendance 
 Hot Line 

(860) 647-3399 

Waddell Elementary School 

163 Broad Street, Manchester, CT 06042 

Principal’s Message 
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February 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 

Soro Bindi Arts 

Performance 

(In School, All 

Grades) 

7 
Fact Fluency 

Night  

5:30pm 

8 9 

4th Grade 

UConn   

Basketball 

Trip 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 

NO 

SCHOOL 

19 

NO 

SCHOOL 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 

 

27 

PTA 

Meeting 

6:30 

28 

UConn 

Flashlight 

Reading 

6:30pm 
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Kindergarten: 
LANGUAGE ARTS: 

Students are using the letter-sound relationships to read and write 

words. Students are working on segmenting words into sounds/chunks 

to sound-spell words.  Students are also using the skill of blending in-

dividual sounds to read unfamiliar words. Students are learning how to 

read and write some of the 44 high-frequency sight words.  By the end 

of the year the goal is for every kindergartener to be able to read each 

of the 4 sight words without hesitation. 

As you read a story to your child, ask them to find the sight words that 

have been introduced.  Can your child write a simple sentence using 

sight words and sound spelling?  Example:  I can see a hrs on the frm. 

(I can see a horse on the farm).  Give your child a topic to write about 

such as his/ her favorite toy, a pet, or his/her favorite food.  Make sure he or she uses a capital at the begin-

ning of the sentence, spaces between words, and punctuation at the end! 

The kindergarten students are continuing to have fun reading fiction and non-fiction texts during Reader’s 

Workshop, shared reading, read alouds and guided reading.  During those reading opportunities the students 

are learning to apply many reading powers (strategies), such as sounding words out, looking at the picture, 

and looking for repetitive language.  The students are also learning before, during and after comprehension 

skills, such as making predictions, retelling events, making connections, and determining the main idea. 

Please help us enforce these comprehension strategies at home, both when you read to your child and when 

he/she reads aloud. Ask them who the characters are, where the setting is, what the problem and solution 

were.  

  Check out more stories at your public library! 

 

 

MATH: 

Currently, students are learning how to add by combining two groups/ sets (numbers) to get a total/sum. Stu-

dents have been taught that when the number zero is added to any other number, the sum is equal to the 

other number (“the total quantity is the same and doesn’t change”). Students have also learned that when 

the number 1 is added to any other number the total is one more than the number that 1 was added to. We 

will continue to practice addition throughout the school year. By the end of the year, your child should be able 

to add within five fluently (there are 21 addition facts) and be able to add within 10 with manipulatives and/ or 

by using the “counting on” strategy.   

Students are also learning about subtraction. They have been taught that subtraction is either taking away or 

breaking apart a number.  They are going to be learning subtraction rules this month such as taking away 

one (-1), taking away zero (-0), and taking away the number you started with.  By the end of the year stu-

dents will be expected to be fluent with subtraction facts within five and be able 

to subtract within 10 using manipulatives and/or using other strategies. 

Please have your child practice adding and subtracting at home:  You can have 

them count out five red fruit loops (cereal) and 3 blue fruit loops.  How many 

fruit loops do you have all together?  Now, take 4 fruit loops away.  How many 

are left?   
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Kindergarten Reminders:  
Reminders 

- Please empty your child’s backpack and/or Home-School Folder daily. 

- Please send in book bags every Friday so we can switch out the books to return on 
Monday. 

- If your child is sent home with clothes, please send in a new outfit the next day. (Please 
keep in mind that we are in the cold winter season) 

Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoelaces, put on gloves and to put on 
and zip his/her winter jacket. 

 

* ’Tis the season for stuffy and runny noses- Boxes of Tissues are always a welcome do-
nation, but NOT mandatory. Thank you!! 

First Grade:   

 

January just flew by and we are working as hard as ever!  

In Reader’s Workshop we are reading to practice decoding harder words. The unit 

is called ‘Readers Have Big Jobs to Do’. In this unit students will continue their 

work of learning strategies for hard words. Students will also begin monitoring for 

understanding as they read. Students will work on comprehension strategies as 

well.  

 

In Writer’s Workshop we will begin to write opinion pieces, as a way to convince 

readers of our point of view with supporting details.  We will start this unit with judging a collection of our 

own. An example of this might be toy cars, stuffed animals or rock collections. 

 

In Math Workshop we are learning ways to add and subtract. We are working to understand the relationship 

between addition and subtraction problems. The open number line is still an important part of our daily math 

lessons. The students are becoming more and more comfortable using a number line to count on and count 

back. Next, we will begin to solve subtraction word problems. Keep practicing your addition and subtraction 

facts to 10!   

 

In Social Thinking we continue to work on making “smart guesses” before we work with 

each other in learning groups. We are recognizing how important it is to all have the same 

information so that we are all following the same plan. A “smart guess” is using your eyes, 

ears, thoughts, and brain to figure out what’s expected. We make a “smart guess” when we 

take what we observe and combine that with what we already know. 
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Second Grade:  
Reading 

Second graders are amping up their reading and diving into longer texts. This unit focuses on three aspects 
of reading: fluency, literary language, and tracking longer stories.  Please encourage your child to continue 
reading for 20 minutes daily.  Have them practice their fluency by scooping up more words into longer 
phrases.  In addition to this, also have them match their voice to how the characters would sound.  Happy 
reading!!! 

 

Writing 

Students ended their informational writing with a class celebration.  Students worked with a partner using a 
writing checklist to analyze their writing.  In addition to this, partners gave each other feedback through 
compliments or suggestions on how to improve specific areas in their writing.  Please ask your child ques-
tions about their writing like what topics did they write about, how do writers hook their reader’s attention 
with a lead, and what were some of the details they included to prove they were an expert in the top-
ic?   Our next writing unit focuses on writing an opinion. Students will be writing about their favorite books 
and supporting their opinions with reasons. What books have the students been reading at home? Please 
have them share which books are their favorite and what are the reasons these books are their favorite. 
 

Math 

In Math, the students have been adding and subtracting two digit numbers. They have learned how to re-
group using a variety of math strategies such as partial sums, using a model, place value blocks, and number 
lines.  In our next unit of study we will begin to work on "Strategies to Add and Subtract within 1000”. This 
unit is designed to help students solidify their understanding of place value to 1,000. It is more important 
than ever that the children study and memorize their basic number facts. If students are fluent with basic 
facts it is easier to add and subtract multi-digit numbers.  Please ask your child to show you fact fluency 
strategies such as making 10, doubles +1, and doubles +2. 
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Third Grade: 

Reading 

Nonfiction  

We are wrapping up our nonfiction unit! We are working on taking our thoughts and completing a written 

response. The students are working on summarizing two types of nonfiction: narrative nonfiction and expos-

itory. We look at the different types of non-fiction with a different focus. Narrative nonfiction tells a story, 

and expository teaches us factual information.  

 

Math 

Properties and Strategies of Addition and Subtraction 

In Math, we are focusing on using strategies and properties to add and subtract! We began the unit by learn-

ing the properties of addition (associative, commutative and identity). We have used these properties in our 

multiplication and division unit, so students were able to grasp the concepts quickly! We have worked on 

rounding whole numbers to the nearest ten and nearest hundred. We have also been using rounding to help 

us with our mental math, making numbers “friendly”, in order to easily add and subtract mentally! Lastly, we 

have been working estimating sums and differences! This will prepare us for our next topic, which is to flu-

ently add and subtract within 1,000!  

 

Writing 

Nonfiction  

In Writing, students are sharing their expertise in topics they know a lot about! The goal is to teach others 

about what they know! We have learned that the table of contents is a valuable tool in organizing sub top-

ics, and helping writers to only write about that particular subtopic on the page. As we move through this 

unit we will take a basic structure and enhance it by using research to support our ideas. We will also learn 

techniques to strengthen our introductions, transitions, and endings! We have been teaching students to 

keep in mind that this writing is for an audience, so the writing must engage the audience.  
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Fourth Grade: 
Happy New Year Grade 4 families.  We hope you all enjoyed your holiday break.  

Fourth grade students came back in January refreshed and ready to take on 2019!   
 
In Math, we have continued to work on division strategies 
and moved into multi-step problem solving. Both of these 
concepts are very difficult for fourth graders and require 
them to have great knowledge of their basic facts. Please 
continue to have your children practice their basic facts at 
home!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Reading, we dove deeper into our nonfiction topics. Students were researching nat-

ural disasters. Reading nonfiction can be challenging, but our fourth graders have been tack-
ling these challenges and using strategies to make meaning of a variety of texts. Ask your 
child what their topic was.  Although this unit’s focus is nonfiction, students are encouraged 
to read genres of their choice during independent reading.  Please have students read at 
home every night!   

 
In Writing, we are continuing our opinion/persuasive essay unit. Students were asked 

to create arguments using evidence from their lives and background knowledge to support a 
claim.  Ask them what they wrote about and what their reasons/details were to back it up. 

 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
* Please get parent chaperone forms in ASAP so that you are approved to have some 

fun with us! You can request a packet from your child’s class-
room teacher if you would like to help on our field trips/picnics.  

 
1. Math Fact Fluency 2/7/19 
2. UCONN women’s basketball game 2/9/19 
3. Parent Conferences 3/5/19 to 3/8/190 



 8 

Art News 

January happenings from the Art room with Mrs. Nelson & Mr. Davies 

 
Kindergarten: Mrs. Nelson 

Kindergarteners are learning that shapes are everywhere and can help us create art! They are just finishing 
up a winter landscape that uses squares, rectangles and triangles to create 
homes and some evergreen trees if they wish.  Details are added with 
scrap paper, crayon and white paint to make it snow 

 
 

Kindergarten: Mr. Davies 

Students in Kindergarten are going from Foxes to Zebras in this fun collage. Students 
are learning how each zebra is unique and different and not all stripes are the same 
just as all their zebras in their colorful display are not the same.  
 

First Graders: Mr. Davies 

 

Students in first grade are practicing their cutting and col-
laging skills by  making a winter landscape. Students are 

exploring concepts of “close, near and far away” when it comes to the scale of 
their trees in their landscape. 
 
First Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Students were shown a read aloud book The Mitten by J. Brett as an 
introduction to our next project. The children drew a pair of mittens 
and then added 5 or more rows of patterns to color.  The mittens 
were cut and glued to the paper. The children wanted to add falling 
snow with dots of white paint and learned how to cut a paper snow-
flake to catch on their mitten.  
 
Second Grade: Mrs. Nelson   
This winter landscape  made all students feel successful.  They learned how to draw a basic tree starting 
with a letter Y.  They placed 1 tree in the foreground (front of painting) and one on the horizon line in the 

background (back of the painting).  Students painted their trees and when dry 
added dark lines for texture of the tree bark and completed it by adding white 
paint for snow. 
 
Second Grade: Mr. Davies Second grad-
ers are studying the names of various 
geometric shapes, and by using pattern 
blocks that represent those geometric 
shapes are constructing a mosaic tile 
work of art.    
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Art News Continued… 

Third Grade: Mr. Davies 
Mr Davies’ third graders are exploring the effects of negative space and complementary 
color comparisons in their snowflake inspired mosaic tiles.  
 

Third Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

This is one of my new 3rd grade lessons!   We started a winter landscape drawing trees in 
the  foreground and background. The students painted their landscapes by mixing tints in 
cool colors to paint the trees and then the snow.  When dry, oil pastels were used to draw 
patterns on the trees adding a bit of whimsy. Students add a drawing of a drawing (or 2) of 
a character from the Nutcracker.  I so love the way these turned out. 
Fourth Grade: Mrs. Nelson 

Fourth graders needed something fun and quick after our weaving and I think this snow-
man project was just that.  The students looked at images of snowmen and observed 
how the perspective (view point) of something can be changed by a few lines and posi-
tioning of things like a snowman's carrot nose.  They then created this snowman draw-
ing showing a whole new perspective of four snowmen in a friendly huddle.  
  Fourth Grade:  Mr. Davies                               
       Fourth Graders are creating a painting that focuses on the element and principle of 
art entitled “Value.” Using various shades of a particular color students are creating depth within this 
winter scene of two cardinal birds. 

Thank you, Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Davies  

    Music News 

Since the start of the new year students in all classes have been focusing on beat, rhythmic 
patterns, melodic patterns and learning about instrument families. 
 
Grades K, 1 and 2 continue to work on keeping the beat,  echoing patterns,  and singing 
and moving to music.   
Students in grades 1 and 2 have also been echoing patterns, creating rhythmic patterns and 
decoding patterns. 
 
Grade 2 students are reading rhythmic patterns also! 
 
Here’s an example of one of the rhythmic patterns ——> 

 
 

Grade 3 and 4 students have also been working with keeping the beat.   Students not only 
have been echoing patterns, creating rhythm patterns and decoding them but have also been 
reading patterns and beginning to write them.  
 
Here’s an example of one of the rhythmic patterns: 
 
 
 
Musically, 
Mrs. Bundy and Mrs. Dickinson 
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February Fitness Calendar 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

        1 
        How many burpees 

can you do in 3 
minutes? 

 

4 5 6 7 8 
Work on your push 
up form for the fit-
ness test. Remem-
ber bend your el-
bows to 90 de-
grees and no 
touching the floor!! 

Your choice of an 
activity 

 

Complete the en-
tire stretching rou-
tine from PE class 
with a family mem-
ber or friend. 

How many Super-
man’s can you do 
in a row? 

 

Crab walk around 
as long as you can. 
Try to do it five 
times in a night. 

11 12 13 14 15 
Mountain climber 
challenge: how 
many can you do 
in a minute? 
________ 

30 leg raises 

 

Complete 50 jump-
ing jacks, if you 
need a break take 
a quick one and 
start back up! 

Complete 20 Tuck 
jumps. 

 

Jog up and down 
stairs ten times!  
Then take a break 
and do it again!! 

18 19 20 21 22 
Try each yoga 
move. 

 

Do walking lunges 
around for 2 
minutes, take a 
break and com-
plete it again! 

Total body 
workout. 

  

10 push ups 

10 Squats 

10 Jumping jacks 

10 Sit ups 

Complete 25 frog 
jumps. 

 

20 side lunges 
each side. 

 

25 26 27 28   
Jump Rope in 
place for as long 
as you can.  If your 
inside do “pretend” 
jump rope. 

Complete 20 
bridge lifts. 

 

How many calf 
raises can you do 
in a minute? 
_________ 

 

Hold a V-sit for as 
long as you can. 
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STEM News 

Science Fair 

The Waddell Science Fair is scheduled for Wednesday, March 13th. 
Participating students have received initial planning packets and 
should have returned these for approval. Remember that project topics 
must be approved by the STEM Specialists. Work should be documented in 
an invention log, laboratory report (fair test/experiment) or research re-
port (model). Please contact your STEM Specialist if your child needs 
additional help or if you would like advice on how to coach them. When 

they have finished their project, contact your STEM specialist to get a trifold poster for their display. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners applied what they learned about force and motion. Students were given a scenario 
of a village at the base of a mountain that needed to be saved from a snowball. First, students 
thought about how a snowball rolling down a hill might affect houses at the bottom. They thought 
about the force that it would put on the houses. Next, students made a plan on how to save the town 
and drew a diagram of their plan. Finally, the entire class worked together to use blocks to build a 
structure to protect the town and the class tested it out. Ask your child: How did they save the town 
from the snowball? 
 

1st Grade 

Students in first grade are learning that animals have structures, such as feet, noses, etc., to help 
them survive. These features help the animals stay safe and healthy. Because different species 
have unique needs, their body parts vary as well. Students conducted investigations to learn about 
these differences using models. For example, they used common tools to represent bird beaks as 
they explored why different bird species have different shaped beaks. Ask your child about: Why is 
an eyedropper a good model for the beak of a hummingbird? 
 
2nd Grade 

Second graders have been learning about land and water forms and how they can change. Stu-
dents recognized that there can be many causes of these changes, such as volcanoes, earth-
quakes, wind, water, and even actions by people. Their current unit is focused on changes made by 
water and wind, causing weathering and erosion. Students made models that demonstrated how 
wind and water can alter the landscape. Ask your child about: What makes the water in a river 
move? 
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STEM News CONT... 

3rd Grade 

Third grade scientists finished up a unit on ecosystems by dissecting an owl pellet. Students 
learned about the food web in a forest and the food chain of an owl. Once they separated the bones 
from the fur and feathers, they tried to identify the bones of what the owl ate. They sorted the bones 
and tried to put together the skeleton. Ask your child: What did their owl eat? 
 

4th Grade 

Fourth grade scientists are currently learning about erosion. To begin their thinking they used a 
website on their Chromebooks to experiment with vegetation, rain and slope and how this affects 
the rate of erosion.  Afterwards, in the STEM lab, they used stream tables to test this out firsthand. 
They came up with questions after using the stream tables to see if there was anything else they 
would like to learn about erosion. Ask your child: What variables affect erosion? 

LIBRARY NEWS 

In the library, we are gearing up for our ‘tech stations’ for grades 1-4. Students will be going to one of three 
stations each time they visit the library. 
 
Coding 
Students will get to use their programming skills to do coding activities that will 
change each month. Some activities will include: Code.org, Dash and Dot Ro-
bots, Cubelets and more. 

 
Lego Wall 
Students will get to create on the lego wall using 
their engineering skills. We can’t wait to see what 
our students will build! 
 
Makerspace 
Students will pick a project from the month’s bin-
go card. They will then use the design process to 
complete the task 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit our library webpage for research, computer practice, coding and 
more! 
Click the link and choose Waddell. 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/ 

https://destiny.mpspride.org/
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REMINDERS 

 
DRESS FOR COLD WEATHER 
January and February are the two coldest months of the year in Connecticut.  Students should dress warmly, 
bringing a hat, gloves or mittens, and a winter coat to school each day.  We plan to go outdoors for lunch re-
cess every day, unless the weather is inclement or extremely cold, so it is truly important that students are 
appropriately dressed.  

 
 

ABSENCES 
Please remember that whenever your child is absent from school, for any reason, their parent/guardian 
should call the attendance line, 860-647-3399, to let us know you’re your child will be out.  Thank you for 
your assistance with this. 

 

 

VALUABLE ITEMS IN SCHOOL 
Our Parent/Student handbook states that there are certain items that should not be brought to school.  This 

is a good time of year for a reminder.  Electronic games or other electronic gear, radios, or trading cards are 

among the items that should not be brought to school.  All of these can cause a distraction from instruction.  

Also, gum and candy are not allowed in school.  This is not a complete list and other items may be excluded 

from school, at the discretion of staff members.  Students will be given a warning upon the first violation of 

this rule.  Continued violations will result in school staff removing the item(s) from the student’s possession.  

We will hold it for you to pick up.  It is each student’s responsibility to ensure the safety of his or her own 

personal belongings.  If something has a significant monetary or personal value, the item should not be 

brought to school.  The school is not responsible for lost or stolen personal property.  


